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18 USC § 371 - CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT OFFENSE OR TO
DEFRAUD UNITED STATES

US Code Notes Currency

prev | next

If two or more persons conspire either to commit any offense against the United States,
~ or to defraud the United States, or any agency thereof in any manner or for any
- purpose, and one or more of such persons do any act to effect the object of the
: conspiracy, each shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five years,
* or both.

" If, however, the offense, the commission of which is the object of the conspiracy, is a
misdemeanor only, the punishment for such conspiracy shall not exceed the maximum
punishment provided for such misdemeanor.
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18 USC § 1512 - TAMPERING WITH A WITNESS, VICTIM,
OR AN INFORMANT

US Code ' Notes Currency Authorities (CFR)

prev | next
(@
(1) Whoever kills or attempts to kill another person, with intent to—
(A) prevent the attendance or testimony of any person in an official proceeding;

(B) prevent the production of a record, document, or other object, in an official
proceeding; or

(C) prevent the communication by any person to a law enforcement officer or judge
of the United States of information relating to the commission or possible
commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation, parole,
or release pending judicial proceedings;

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3).

(2) Whoever uses physical force or the threat of physical force against any person, or
attempts to do so, with intent to—
(A) influence, delay, or prevent the testimony of any person in an official
proceeding;
(B) cause or induce any person to—
(i) withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object, from an

official proceeding;

(i) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the integrity
or availability of the object for use in an official proceeding;

(iii) evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness, or to
produce a record, document, or other object, in an official proceeding; or

(iv) be absent from an official proceeding to which that person has been
summoned by legal process: or

(C) hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer or
judge of the United States of information relating to the commission or possible
commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation,
supervised release, parole, or release pending judicial proceedings;

shall be punished as provided in paragraph (3).

(3) The punishment for an offense under this subsection is—

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1512 3/1/2012
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(A) in the case of a killing, the punishment provided in sections 1111 and 1112;

(B) in the case of—

(i) an attempt to murder: or
(ii) the use or attempted use of physical force against any person;
imprisonment for not more than 30 years; and

(C) in the case of the threat of use of physical force against any person,
imprisonment for not more than 20 years.

(b) Whoever knowingly uses intimidation, threatens, or corruptly persuades another
person, or attempts to do so, or engages in misleading conduct toward another person,
with intent to—

(1) influence, delay, or prevent the testimony of any person in an official proceeding;

(2) cause or induce any person to—
(A) withhold testimony, or withhold a record, document, or other object, from an

official proceeding;

(B) alter, destroy, mutilate, or conceal an object with intent to impair the object’s
integrity or availability for use in an official proceeding;

(C) evade legal process summoning that person to appear as a witness, or to
produce a record, document, or other object, in an official proceeding: or

(D) be absent from an official proceeding to which such person has been
summoned by legal process; or

(3) hinder, delay, or prevent the communication to a law enforcement officer or
judge of the United States of information relating to the commission or possible
commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions of probation [1]
supervised release,, [1] parole, or release pending judicial proceedings;

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.

(c) Whoever corruptly—

(1) alters, destroys, mutilates, or conceals a record, document, or other object, or
attempts to do so, with the intent to impair the object’s integrity or availability for
use in an official proceeding; or

(2) otherwise obstructs, influences, or impedes any official proceeding, or attempts
to do so,

shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.

- (d) Whoever intentionally harasses another person and thereby hinders, delays,
- prevents, or dissuades any person from—

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1512 3/1/2012
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(1) attending or testifying in an official proceeding;

(2) reporting to a law enforcement officer or judge of the United States the
commission or possible commission of a Federal offense or a violation of conditions
of probation [1]1 supervised release,, [1] parole, or release pending judicial
proceedings;

(3) arresting or seeking the arrest of another person in connection with a Federal
offense; or

(4) causing a criminal prosecution, or a parole or probation revocation proceeding,
to be sought or instituted, or assisting in such prosecution or proceeding;

or attempts to do so, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than 3 years,
or both.

(e) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, it is an affirmative defense, as to

which the defendant has the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the conduct consisted solely of lawful conduct and that the defendant’s sole intention
~ was to encourage, induce, or cause the other person to testify truthfully.

(f) For the purposes of this section—

(1) an official proceeding need not be pending or about to be instituted at the time
of the offense; and

(2) the testimony, or the record, document, or other object need not be admissible
in evidence or free of a claim of privilege.

- (g) In a prosecution for an offense under this section, no state of mind need be proved
- with respect to the circumstance—
(1) that the official proceeding before a judge, court, magistrate judge, grand jury,
or government agency is before a judge or court of the United States, a United
States magistrate judge, a bankruptcy judge, a Federal grand jury, or a Federal
Government agency; or

(2) that the judge is a judge of the United States or that the law enforcement officer
is an officer or employee of the Federal Government or a person authorized to act
for or on behalf of the Federal Government or serving the Federal Government as an
adviser or consultant.

~ (h) There is extraterritorial Federal jurisdiction over an offense under this section.

- (iy A prosecution under this section or section 1503 may be brought in the district in
which the official proceeding (whether or not pending or about to be instituted) was
intended to be affected or in the district in which the conduct constituting the alleged
offense occurred.

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1512 3/1/2012
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() If the offense under this section occurs in connection with a trial of a criminal case,
the maximum term of imprisonment which may be imposed for the offense shall be the
higher of that otherwise provided by law or the maximum term that could have been
imposed for any offense charged in such case.

(k) Whoever conspires to commit any offense under this section shall be subject to the
same penalties as those prescribed for the offense the commission of which was the
object of the conspiracy.

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/1512 3/1/2012
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18 USC § 249 - HATE CRIME ACTS

US Code Notes Currency

prev | next
(a) In General.—

(1) Offenses involving actual or perceived race, color, religion, or national origin.—
Whoever, whether or not acting under color of law, willfully causes bodily injury to
any person or, through the use of fire, a firearm, a dangerous weapon, or an
explosive or incendiary device, attempts to cause bodily injury to any person,
because of the actual or perceived race, color, religion, or national origin of any
person—

(A) shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years, fined in accordance with this title,
or both; and

(B) shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, fined in accordance with
this title, or both, if—

(i) death results from the offense; or

(ii) the offense includes kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual
abuse or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill.

(2) Offenses involving actual or perceived religion, national origin, gender, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or disability.—

(A) In general.— Whoever, whether or not acting under color of law, in any
circumstance described in subparagraph (B) or paragraph (3), willfully causes
bodily injury to any person or, through the use of fire, a firearm, a dangerous
weapon, or an explosive or incendiary device, attempts to cause bodily injury to
any person, because of the actual or perceived religion, national origin, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability of any person—

(i} shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years, fined in accordance with this title,
or both: and

(ii) shall be imprisoned for any term of years or for life, fined in accordance with
this title, or both, if—

(I} death results from the offense; or

() the offense includes kidnapping or an attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual
abuse or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to kill.

(B) Circumstances described.— For purposes of subparagraph (A), the
circumstances described in this subparagraph are that—

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/249 3/1/2012
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(i) the conduct described in subparagraph (A) occurs during the course of, or as
the result of, the travel of the defendant or the victim—

(I) across a State line or national border; or

(I using a channel, facility, or instrumentality of interstate or foreign
commerce;

(ii) the defendant uses a channel, facility, or instrumentality of interstate or
foreign commerce in connection with the conduct described in subparagraph (A);

(i) in connection with the conduct described in subparagraph (A), the defendant
employs a firearm, dangerous weapon, explosive or incendiary device, or other
weapon that has traveled in interstate or foreign commerce; or

(iv) the conduct described in subparagraph (A)—

(1) interferes with commercial or other economic activity in which the victim is
engaged at the time of the conduct; or

(1) otherwise affects interstate or foreign commerce.

(3) Offenses occurring in the special maritime or territorial jurisdiction of the united
states.— Whoever, within the special maritime or territorial jurisdiction of the United
States, engages in conduct described in paragraph (1) or in paragraph (2)(A) (without
regard to whether that conduct occurred in a circumstance described in paragraph
(2)(B)) shall be subject to the same penalties as prescribed in those paragraphs.

(4) Guidelines.— All prosecutions conducted by the United States under this section
shall be undertaken pursuant to guidelines issued by the Attorney General, or the
designee of the Attorney General, to be included in the United States Attorneys’
Manual that shall establish neutral and objective criteria for determining whether a
crime was committed because of the actual or perceived status of any person.

(b) Certification Requirement.—

(1) In general.— No prosecution of any offense described in this subsection may be
undertaken by the United States, except under the certification in writing of the
Attorney General, or a designee, that—

(A) the State does not have jurisdiction;
(B) the State has requested that the Federal Government assume jurisdiction;

(C) the verdict or sentence obtained pursuant to State charges left demonstratively
unvindicated the Federal interest in eradicating bias-motivated violence; or

(D) a prosecution by the United States is in the public interest and necessary to
secure substantial justice.

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/249 3/1/2012
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(2) Rule of construction.— Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to limit the
authority of Federal officers, or a Federal grand jury, to investigate possible
violations of this section.

(c) Definitions.— In this section—
(1) the term “bodily injury” has the meaning given such term in section 1365 (h)(4)
of this title, but does not include solely emotional or psychological harm to the
victim;
(2) the term “explosive or incendiary device” has the meaning given such term in
section 232 of this title;

title;

(4) the term “gender identity” means actual or perceived gender-related
characteristics; and

(5) the term “State” includes the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and any other
territory or possession of the United States.

- (d) Statute of Limitations.—
(1) Offenses not resulting in death.— Except as provided in paragraph (2), no person
shall be prosecuted, tried, or punished for any offense under this section unless the
indictment for such offense is found, or the information for such offense is
instituted, not later than 7 years after the date on which the offense was committed.

(2) Death resulting offenses.— An indictment or information alleging that an offense
under this section resulted in death may be found or instituted at any time without
limitation.
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